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Environmental Issues
Historic Background/Hazardous Wastes
Mining and mineral processing operations in the Gateway Region began in the 1860’s and continue today.  With deposits of Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, Limestone, and timber throughout the region, the local economy and environment have been closely tied.  This history has produced 731 abandoned mine sites in the Gateway Region, with 64 of these sites being placed on a remediation priority list.  Currently 19 of these sites have been reclaimed, with 26 still remaining on the prioritized short list.  
Two EPA Federal Superfund sites are located in the Gateway region.  Both sites are currently in the process of reclamation.  http://deq.mt.gov/FedSuperfund/feds.asp
East Helena Asarco Smelter
The East Helena Superfund site includes a lead smelter that operated from 1888 until 2001, the town of East Helena, several residential subdivisions, and surrounding rural agricultural lands. For more than 100 years, lead and zinc smelting operations deposited lead, arsenic, copper, zinc, cadmium, and some 15 other hazardous substances into the soil, surface water and ground water of the Helena Valley. ASARCO shut the plant down on April 4, 2001.

Upper Tenmile Creek Mining Area

The Upper Tenmile Creek Mining Area site is located in the Rimini Mining District, southwest of Helena, Montana, and it consists of numerous abandoned and inactive hard rock mine sites that produced gold, lead, zinc, and copper. Mining began in the Rimini Mining District before 1870 and continued through the 1920s. Little mining has been performed in the Rimini Mining District since the early 1930s. 

The site boundary includes the drainage basin of Tenmile Creek upstream of the Helena Water Treatment Plant and includes tributaries that supply water to the plant's five intake pipelines. EPA identified 150 individual mine sites within the watershed boundary, of which 70 have been prioritized for clean-up. Many of these mine features are above the five City of Helena drinking water intakes which supply over 70 percent of the city's water. 

Underground Storage Tanks

The goal of the Montana Underground Storage Tank (UST) Leak Prevention Program is to protect human health and the environment by preventing releases of petroleum and hazardous substances from UST systems. The release of these regulated products into the environment threatens groundwater resources and can cause explosive vapors to seep into confined spaces and occupied dwellings.  There are a total of 301 UST sites identified in the Gateway region.  The Montana Department of Environmental Quality web site can be used to identify any of these sites and the currently status of the property.   http://deq.mt.gov/UST/index.asp
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